170                THE ORIGINS OF THE WORLD WAR

tude toward delay, (3) the real reason for delay, or, finally.
(4) the alleged selling of securities in anticipation of war.

THE PERSONS ALLEGED TO BE PRESENT
Let us examine the narrative, taking the statements one
by one.
"Nearly all the important ambassadors attended." The
most important ambassadors would be those stationed at
London (Lichnowsky), Vienna (Tschirschky), Paris
(Schoen), and St. Petersburg (Pourtales).
Lichnowsky at London was not at this Potsdam Council,
because he himself says in his pamphlet that he learned
of it "subsequently/3 3 .
It is also equally certain that Tschirschky at Vienna
was not present, for otherwise Bethmann would not have
telegraphed him as he did on July 6, giving an account of
an important interview at Potsdam on July 5 between
Emperor William and the Austrian Ambassador, Szogyeny*
This interview and its significance will be described in
detail later. Nor is there the slightest indication that
Schoen and Pourtales came from Paris or St. Peters-
burg.
Perhaps, however, the "important ambassador" whom
Wangenheim referred to was no other than Wangenheim
himself. Now it is true that Baron Wangenheim left Con-
stantinople on July 2} arrived in Berlin on July 4 at 4:25
P. M., and was back again at Constantinople on July 15.
But it is not true that "the Kaiser summoned him for an
imperial conference," On the contrary, he did not see the
Kaiser at all, but only reported to the Foreign Office. In
fact, he was much irritated that in these uneasy days the
Kaiser had not thought it worth while to arrange for an
3 My London Mission, p. 323.
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